
RICHARD G. BRILL 

Son of an illustrious father 
. . . beloved mother, 

The boy grew up surrounded by the deaf 
. . . and all who loved them. 

He, too, in his quiet way 

Went on to help them . . . 

Learned about them. 

Studied and wrote about them. 

Became a teacher for them. 

Went away to fight for his country 
... and for them. 

Came back to head a new school for them. 

Many, many are those who knew him, 

Learned from him, worked with and for him. 

Many more will get to know him ... 

Ml over our country, all over the world, . . . 

And in many ways pay tribute to 
The man, teacher ... friend. 


— Felix Kowalewski 
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WILSON RILES 

Superintendent oi Public Instruction 
and Director of Education 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

STATE EDUCATION BUILDING, 721 CAPITOL MALL, SACRAMENTO 95814 


May 17, 1977 

Dr. Richard Brill 
California School for the Deaf 
3044 Horace Street 
Riverside, CA 9 2306 

Dear Dr. Brill: 

On behalf of the entire Department of Education I want to extend our 
best wishes to you on your retirement as Superintendent of the 
California School for the Deaf. 

I want to thank you for your long and dedicated service to California 
ispecial education and to deaf children. Your career as Superintendent 
of the school began even before the school was constructed and has 
spanned over twenty-five years. In that time the school has earned 
both national and international respect as one of the finest special 
schools for deaf children. A great deal of this high achievement is 
because of your leadership and commitment to deaf children. 

We wish you well during your retirement. 





WILSON HOES 

Superintendent of Public Instruction 
■ and Director of Education 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

STATE EDUCATION BUILDING, 721 CAPITOL MALL, SACRAMENTO 05814 


May 18, 1977 


Cr. Richard Brill, Siq?©rintendeiit 
California School for the Deaf, Riverside 
3044 Horace Street 
Riverside, California 92506 

Dear Dr* Brill: 

I wish to personally, and on hehalf of the entire Office of Special Education, and 
indeed the Department of Education, express the deepest appreciation for the years 
of dedicated professional services and numerous contributions you have given and 
made to the children, parents and profession in California. There is no question 
but that the continued growth and high standards of educational services to hearing 
handicapped individuals in our State are the result in large part to your leadership 
and professional efforts . 

Your personal support of the policies and procedures established for all exceptional 
individuals in California through the State schools and the Master Plan process has 
been, and is, much appreciated. Your work in gaining the support of the deaf 
community and other organizations and individuals has immeasurably helped to make 
the whole thing go. 

We will all. miss your excellent standards for and pursuit of academic quality in 
behalf of the student body at the California School for the Deaf, Riverside. 

I know we will he needing your help and counsel in the future when you return from 
Ctellaudet. Beat wishes for the future. 


Sincerely 



Leslie Brinegar 
Assistant Superintendent 

916-445-4036 
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WILSON RILES 

Superintendent of Public Instruction 
and Director of Education 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

STATE EDUCATION BUILDING, 721- CAPITOL MALL. SACRAMENTO 95814 


May 17, 1977 

D r. Richard Brill 
California School for the Deaf 
30hk Horace Street 
Riverside, CA 92^06 

Dear Dr. Brill: 

California special education will miss your dedication and leadership 
in the education of deaf children now that you are retiring as Super- 
intendent of the California School for the Deaf, Riverside. 

Your professional career has given almost forty years to the education 
of the deaf with twenty-six of those years as Superintendent of 
California School for the Deaf, Riverside. Because of your continued 
effort, the school has become a school with outstanding educational 
programs and whose graduates become important, contributing citizens. 
The graduates of the school are the evidence that you have done an out- 
standing job as Superintendent. 



BLGrng 



Historical Highlights 

1951 

2- 1-51 Dr. Richard G. Brill appointed Superintendent. 

1952 

2-15-52 Mr. Walter Laputz appointed Business Manager II. 

1953 

1- 1-53 Miss Grace Paxson appointed Supervising Teacher of Lower School. 

2- 1-53 Mrs. Grace Constable appointed Supervising Nurse of the 

Infirmary. 

2^ 9-53 School opens with 56 lower grade children, eight teachers and 
six counselors. 

7- 1-53 Mr. Arinin Turechek appointed Assistant Superintendent. 

7- 27-53 Mrs. Mary Scully appointed Dean of Students. 

8- 17-53 Miss Alyce Thomas appointed Supervising Teacher of the Middle 

and Upper School. 

9- 1-53 Twenty-three teachers added to the staff. Miss Aletha Emerick 

and Mr. William Thornton open the Physical Education Depart- 
ment. 

9-21-53 Two hundred twenty-five students enter school. 

10- 24d)3 First issue of school paper. (Later to become The California Palms.) 

11- 1-53 Dedication Program. Participants: 

Dr. Richard G. Brill Mr. Toivo Lindholm 

Rev. Horton Colbert Dr. Roy Simpson 

The Hon. Edward V. Dales Rev. Sylvester Dellert 

1954 

5- 1-54 Kitchen wins national award as, “Finest institutional kitchen in 
America.” 

9- 6-54 School reopens with 236 students and a staff of 136. Mrs. Doris 
DeLong heads first Teacher Training Program at CSDR. 

9-20-54 Marion P. Birdsell and James Meeks win national and state 
awards, the following people have won three or more state merit 
awards since school opened: 

John McCaffrey 8 William Hickman 3 

Walter Laputz 6 Harold Land 3 

Marion Birdsell 3 Frank Copeland 3 
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1955 

10- 1-55 Girl Scout Troop 175 founded on campus. 

1- 20-55 First Awards Night Program. Boy Scout Troop 18 founded on 

campus. 

7- 1-55 Mr. C. L. Goyer appointed Supervising Teacher of Upper School. 

8- 1-55 Mr. Howard Rahmlow appointed Supervising Teacher of the 

Vocational Department. 

9- 6-55 School reopens with 327 students. 

1956 

2- 22-56 First Open House. More than 2,000 people visited the campus. 

4- 20-56 First Senior Class outing to Catalina. 

5- 30-56 First issue of Senior Annual, The Scarlet and Gray. 

6- 6-56 First Graduating Class. Eleven students. Dr. Herbert Stolz deliv- 

ered the Commencement address. 

1957 

8- 30-57 Mrs. Donaldina Tennis appointed Supervising Teacher of 

Elementary School. 

9- 7-57 School reopens with 436 students and 204 staff. 

1958 

9- 8-58 School reopens with 500 students and a staff of 235. 

6-21-58 Red Cross establishes Junior Red Cross Leadership Tr aining 
Center at CSDR. 

1960 

1- 6-60 Gymnasium is officially opened. 

1961 

9-11-61 Riverside City College begins classes for the deaf. Seven of our 
graduating class of 1961 attend. 

1962 

2- 5-62 First Leadership Training Group under auspices of San Fernando 

Valley State College on Campus. 

6-26-62 Upper School receives official accreditation from C.A.S.S.A. and 
becomes an accredited High School. 

8- 1-62 Mr. James Hoxie appointed Assistant Superintendent. 

8-20-62 Mr. Warren Fauth appointed Director of Athletics. 
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1963 

2- 1-63 School serves as Teacher Training Center for students from Los 
Angeles State College and from the University of Southern 
California. 

2- 21-63 Student Body Organization (later changed to Student Body 

Government) held for the' first time. Walter Cook elected 
president. 

3- 1-63 First installation of S.B.O. officers. 

1965 

3-18-65 Premiere showing of “The Silent Crisis” a film produced at 
CSDR, at the Fox Riverside theatre. 

6- 27 to 

7- 3-65 Thirteen students and alumni of CSDR participate in the Tenth 

International Olympic Games for the Deaf in Washington, D.C. 

1966 

3- 2-66 Eugene Lutes assumes the duties of business manager. 

6- 8-66 Bas-relief done by William C. Peters presented to CSDR as a 
class gift. 

6-20-66 First summer school session held at CSDR — Warren Fauth, 
Supervising Teacher — Academic Department; Howard Rahmlow, 
Supervising Teacher — Vocational Department. 

9- 66 Pilot Project — an experiment in the education of the emotion- 

ally disturbed deaf — Robert Lennan project supervisor. 

1967 

1- 67 Social hygiene program started in residence halls. 

6-30-67 CSDR receives second five-year accreditation from the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges. 

11- 4-67 First annual Homecoming at CSDR, sponsored by. S.B.G. 

1968 

12- 3-68 Lawrence E. Newman selected “California Teacher of the Year.” 

1969 

8- 9 to 

8- 16-69 CSDR students and alumni participate in the 11th International 

Olympic Games for the Deaf in Belgrade, Yugoslavia. 

9- 69 Deaf Multi-Handicapped Unit established at CSDR — Robert 

Lennan, Principal. 
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1970 


2-23-70 CSDR first participated in a CIF basketball play-off — 

Lutheran 76, CSDR 62. 

9- 1-70 Robert Lennan appointed Assistant Superintendent of DMHU. 

1971 

1- 1-71 Les Rudy appointed Principal of DMHU. 

2- 5-71 Dr. Brill received Resolution of Commendation from the Califor- 

nia Senate upon completion of 20 years at CSDR. 

2- 71 CSDR’s 1970 football team selected Deaf Prep Football Team of 

the Year, Mike Butterfield selected as 1970 Prep Player of the 
Year. 

6 30-71 C. L. Gover, High School Principal, and Alyce Thomas, Junior High 
School Principal retire. 

9- 1-71 Warren Fauth appointed - Principal of the High School. Richard 
Plummer appointed Assistant Principal of the High School. Don 
Campbell appointed Principal of the Junior High School. Lynn 
Davidson appointed Director of Staff Services, Athletic Director, 
and Director of Activities. 

9-13-71 The High School opens for the first time as a four-year high school. 

1972 

6-30-72 CSDR receives is third five-year accreditation from the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges. 

8-31-72 Tim Jaech appointed Principal of DMHU second unit. 

11-18-72 First football game between Berkeley and CSDR at the annual 
Homecoming game — CSDR 20, Berkeley 6. 

1973 

2- 8-73 First annual open house for prospective secondary school students 
and their parents. 

4-6 and 

4- 7-73 CSDR hosts Second Annual Southern California Junior NAD 
workshop. 

4-23-73 Second unit of DMHU opens. 

4-26-73 First Annual Senior Officers’ Banquet held. Fred Lovitch, presi- 
dent. 

6- 73 Grace Paxson retires. 
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12-10-73 CSDR’s Sign Theatre’s first production, “Take My Advice”, directed 
by Mr. Todd Rutherford. 

1974 

2- 27-74 First annual Science Fair involving Aurally Handicapped Progam 

of the Riverside County Schools, Aurally Handicapped Program 
of the Riverside Unified School District and CSDR. The fair was 
Under the direction of Mr. Dan Leinbach. 

3- 1-74 ESEA Title 111 'Project, the design, development and production of 

parent education films based on manual communication, Mr. Rod 
Brawley, Coordinator 

6- 21-74 Mrs. Mary Scully retired as Dean of Students. 

8- 12-74 Mr. Harold Kund appointed Dean of Students. 

9- 1-74 Teaching Aids Center estabished under the direction of Mrs. Jan- 

et Mott, Teaching Assistant, Junior High School and Mr. Don 
Campbell, Principal, Junior High School. 

9- 1-74 Mr. Gerald Peterson appointed Work Program Coordinator for the 

Vocational School’s Work Experience Program. 

1975 

4- 20-75 First Annual Auto Show sponsored by the Normads. Proceeds 

donated to the CSDR Endownment Fund. 

7- 30-75 Mrs. Donaildina Tennis retired as Principal, Elementary School. 

9- 1-75 Mrs. Mary Lobherr appointed Principal, Unit I, DMHU. Mrs. Nyda 
Boyer appointed Principal Elementary School. Mrs. Patricia 
Batchelder appointed Principal, Junior High School. Mr. Carl 
Barber appointed Assistant Principal, High School. 

10- 1-75 Mr. Wilburn Cross retired as Chief of Plant Operation. 

10- 10-75 CSDR’s first telecast from it’s television studio under the direc- 

tion of Mr. David Strahan, Educational T.V. Specialist. 

11- 19-75 Mr. Joseph Stoiber appointed Chief of Plant Operation. 

1976 

5- 1-76 First group of High School students attended Close Up in Wash- 

ington, D.C. Miss Dorothy Smallwood was the escort for the follow- 
ing students: Kevin Struxness, Morgan Droutsas, Cheryl Millwee, 
and Anne Yamaguchi. 

7- 30-76 Mr. Howard Rahmlow retired as Principal, Vocational School. 

8- 2-76 Mr. Steven Shouse appointed Principal, Vocational School. 

9- 1-76 Mrs. Mary Ann Bucceri appointed Principal, Unit II, DMHU. 
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9- 1-76 Learning Center established in Elementary School by Mrs. Nyda 
Boyer 

12- 2-76 Myra Shine, Business Officer, retired. 

1977 

4-25-77 to 

4- 27 77 Fourth WASC evaluation and first CAID evaluation. 

5- 21-77 Retirement banquet honoring Dr. Richard G. Brill held at Uni- 

versity Commons, University of California, Riverside. 

6- 18-77 First alumni reunion held on CSDR campus. 

6- 30-77 Dr. Richard G. Brill retires. 

7- 1-77 Dr. Robert Lennan becomes Superintendent. 


Remaining Plank Owners 



Left to right:' Helen Toner, Elzora Toppin, Dr. Richard 
G. Brill, and Ann Scheringer. 
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Excerpts from 
Letters by Former Students 
Congratulate Dr. Brill 
1956 

We, the class of 1956 wish to extend our congratulations to you on being 
awarded the Dr. Powrie Doctor’s chair. We wish you and Mrs. Brill a good year in 
Washington, D.C. and a happy retirement. 

We are fortunate to be the first group of high school boys and girls to enroll 
in such a fine school you have helped to establish. Twenty-one years ago may 
seem so far back but we have not forgotten your fatherly approach to us. You 
thought of us as a family and would celebrate your birthdays with us and share 
with us what was happening on the campus. We thought then and still think 
today it was very nice of you to hire those of us who needed money to do odd jobs 
for you. You gave us excellent lectures when we were brought in your office on 
rare occasions for misconduct. We thought highly of you when we learned you were 
going to drive the bus that would take our basketball players to Berkeley. You 
knew each one of us well and were able to help us when we asked for it. We respect 
the help you have extended to us. Thank you, Dr. Brill. 

We are deeply indebted for the education and opportunities for personal growth 
we received during the three years we were at CSDR. 

Best wishes to you and Mrs. Brill. May the years ahead bring you contentment 
and much happiness. 

Sincerely, 

Joni Macfadden Greathouse 


1962 

As the president of the class of 1962, I want to say congratulations because you 
are the best and most well-known deaf educator in our nation. And also the -class of 
1962 wishes “good luck” to you as professor of deaf students at Gallaudet College. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Ramborger 
President of the Class -of 1962 


1963 

On behalf of the class of 1963 I congratulate you upon being awarded the Dr. 
Powrie Doctor Chair. This shows that you have done outstanding work in the deaf 
area, and such actions speak louder than words. 

We want you to know that we appreciate having had you as our Superintendent 
of a school, which you established. You hired fine teachers who met our needs. You 
have given your life to the deaf community by promoting our futures, and we are 
sincerely grateful. 

May you enjoy your retirement and have a rich experience in' filling the Dr. 
Powrie Doctor Chair. We are very proud! 
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Most Sincerely, 
Thomas M. Henes 
Class of 1963 



It is understood that the class 1963 scattered soon after graduation but we have 
not forgotten our memories of the school days at CSDR. 

Many of us have succeeded in life with higher education, marriage, or jobs. The 
school provided the necessary education and growth that was needed. And the su- 
perintendent at that time played a very important part. Therefore, you, as superin- 
tendent, accomplished much in the way of our success. 

On behalf of the class of 1963, I want to congratulate you on your accom- 
plishments and retirement. I’ve seen many CSDR graduates, not only members of 
the class of 1963, but others as well, who stall say they are proud to tell others where 
they went to school. 

I personally am very regretful that I will not be able to see you in person before 
your retirement but I’m sure some of my classmates will see you. 

Sincerely, 

Charles E. Marsh, Jr. 

President, Class of 1963 

1964 

It is easy to pay a glowing tribute to the one on his or her retirement and even 
easier if the person is a legend with singular accomplishments. Having a tight and 
demanding schedule, I would take the step of writing a quick note to acknowledge 
your upcoming retirement and extend my best wishes. However, after a moment’s 
reflection, I conclude that you are entitled to something more than that. 

The superintendent’s job is no bed of roses. Like any other administrative 
position, there is a share of good and bad years — filled with happy and not-too- 
pleasant experiences. You have been dealing with a number of different factions: 
legislators, teachers, staff members, parents, students, and last if not least, the com- 
munity. When we were in school, we tended to look upon you as a dignified, firm but 
fair, and no-nonsense father figure for we lived away from home. As an alumnus, 
having an opportunity to know you socially, my viewpoint has been modified to some 
extent. I now find you personable, highly intelligent and motivated, and comfortable 
to be with. Your warm and easy-going disposition and down-to-earth diplomacy 
have permitted you to be the effective and stabilizing force required by the school 
to establish and maintain a national reputation. 

We all are pleased with your appointment to the Dr. Doctor Chair and wish you 
well on your long-postponed endeavors. 

With Warm Regards, 

Kendall R. Doane, ’64 

I am one of the class of 64, and I have many good memories of the years from 
1959 to 1964. 

It is unbelievable that twenty-six years as superintendent has gone so fast. I 
congratulate you on your retirement. 

Marsha (Sandusky) Teel 

Class of 1964 

1965 

We, the class of 1965, want to express our best wishes to you upon your retirement 
from CSDR. 

Your 25 years as our superintendent has given the deaf the best possible education 
and we feel we have achieved our goals in many areas because of your leadership. 
Without your interest b us, this school and the development of programs designed 
especially for the deaf and their needs, we could not porsibly have accomplished 
what we have in academic and vocational training. Our studies here have guided us 
to college for further education and for employment. 

We want to compliment you for making this school a success. 

Congratulations ! 

Nancy Rogers 

Secretary, Class of 1965 
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1966 


On behalf of Class of 1966, I would like very much to congratulate you on, your 
forthcoming retirement. Your retirement will be CSDR’s big loss and Gallaudet 
College's gain. 

Fortunately, only the “physical” part of your association with CSDR will be 
absent on CSDR’s campus after your 26 years of illustrious service and the “spiritual” 
part- — your philosophy of deaf education will still be around' for quite a while. It 
was a great opportunity for us all to attend a school administered by a person of 
your magnitude. 

May your retirement afford you an opportunity to do whatever you have always 
wanted to (lo. Once more, THANK YOU, Dr. Brill, for what you have done for us. 

With warmest regards, 

Jack C. Lamberton 


1967 

There were times we thought you were very strict during our school days, Now 
we appreciate your being strict. We were taugt to carry out our responsibilities in 
the outside world. You taught us to step out and say we are deaf without shame. 
You also made us realize not to sympathize with ourselves because of our deafness. 

You established CSDR and watched it grow to become one of the finest schools 
for the deaf in America. You have done very well. 

We hope that the new superintendent will follow your example of devotion, and 
service to CSDR. 

Farewell, 

Ralph Gibbins 
Class of 1967 

1968 

We, the class of 1968, wish to express our gratitude for the fine education we 
received at our alma mater, the California School for the Deaf at Riverside. From 
the school’s beginning, twenty six years ago, you built well and devoted all your 
efforts to .giving deaf students the best in education. Our class, one and all, thank 
you and congratulate you on your appointment to the Powrie Vaux Doctor Chair of 
Deaf Studies at Gallaudet College. 

Ellen Thielman Stamper 
Class of 1968 


1969 

I would like to congratulate you on your retirement as Superintendent of Cali- 
fornia School for the Deaf, Riverside. As a member of the graduating class of 1969, 
I wish to express our gratitude and appreciation for your efforts in the field of deaf 
education. 

Your award of the Dr. Powrie Doctor Chair at Gallaudet College is further 
evidence of your contributions. 

As an alumnus, I know what success I have experienced is due,, in large part, to 
the excellent basic academic and social education received during my years at Cali- 
fornia School for the Deaf, Riverside. I know these feeling are shared by many of 
my classmates. 

I wish you the best of luck in your life of retirement from CSDR. 

Sincerely, 

The Reverend H. William Gipple 
First Assembly of God for the Deaf 
Huntington Beach, California 

(Continued on Page 16) 
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1. Richard at two and a half years of age. 

2. Richard receives his A.B.; Ella, his mother, receives her A.B.; 
Toby, his father, receives his M.A. at the same graduation 
ceremony at Rutgers University, 1935. 

3. Richard — teacher at the California School for the Deaf, 
Berkeley, 1937. 

4. Lieutenant Richard Brill, U.S.N., 1942 - 1945. 

5. Richard with three year old son, Tom, Staunton, Virginia, 
1946. 


6. Main building Virginia School for the Deaf and the Blind. 
Richard was Principal of Department for the Deaf the year 
before and the year after World War II. 

I'V 

7. The Brill family: Jane, Tom, Ruth, and Richard during 

Christmas vacation, 1963. ; 





LETTERS — (Continued from Page 13) 

On behalf of the class of 1969, I wish to convey ;my sincere congratulations and 
best wishes on your retirement as Superintendent of California School for the Deaf. 

To ( me, retirement is a tricky word as I know you will not actually retire from 
the “deaf society”. The reason is relatively simple — you as an educator of the deaf, 
with outstanding contributions in the field of deaf education and also being at the ' 

helm at CSDR for twenty-six fabulous years — it is hard to sit back because j 

of your sincere concern and love for the deaf people. I 

Another living testimony of your unselfish devotion to the deaf people is your j 

willingness to serve as Professor of Deaf Studies at Gallaudet College. ( 

I am proud that CSDR is my alma mater and even prouder to have had you j 

as my superintendent! j 

Good luck to you wherever you go! i 

Sherwood S. Boxer 
President of the Class of 1976 

1976 

This past autumn we, the alumni of the Class of 1976, learned of your retirement 
this coming June, 1977. From our hearts, we congratulate you for a score and 
six years of service as Superintendent of the California School for the Deaf Riverside. 

Our class hopes you will permanently perform in your deaf education studies- 

Best regards, ! 

Kevin Struxness 

President of the Class of 1976 

1977 

As the ’77 class president, I want to congratulate you on your retirement from 
CSDR. We will miss you very much. Also, congratulations on being chosen to 
fill the Dr. Doctor chair, an honor you well deserve. 

Sincerely, [ 

Mary Droutsas j 

President of the Class of '77 


Banquet Honoring Dr. Brill 



James Hoxie 
takes 
picture 
of 

Dick and Ruth 
with 
their 
new 

Polaroid 
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The California Palms 


EDITORIAL STAFF 

David McGarry, Editor 


Marilyn Jost John A. Adams, Jr. 

Mrs. Nadine Fahlbusch Burton Schmidt 


Mrs. Nyda A. Boyer 
Mrs. Diane J. Olson 
Felix Kowalewski 
Mrs. Sharon Rybock 
Gerald Burstein, 


Lynn Davidson 
Joseph Pepe 
Robert Greathouse 
Ms, Jeanne Paul 
Photographer 


California School for the Deaf., Riverside 


Volume 22 June 1977 Number 5 


“Now Hear This!” 

For many years I wrote this column 
under the heading of “Now Hear This!” I 
think that for this particular issue it would 
be appropriate to use it again. To those of 
you who served in the navy during World 
War II, you will remember hearing the 
orders for the day being broadcast over the 
loudspeaker. Today, as one of the skipper's 
executive officers, I would like to make 
this last announcement before we make 
port on June 30. Now Hear This! Now 
Hear This! Sweepers man your brooms, 
clean, sweep down fore and aft, the skipper 
is retiring. 

James A. Hoxie 
Assistant Superintendent 
for Instruction 


Congratulations Dr. Brill 

We congratulate Dr. Richard G. Brill, our 
superintendent, who is retiring this June. 
He has accepted the Powrie Vaux Doctor 
Chair of Deaf Studies at Gallaudet College 
for the 1977-78 academic year. Dr. Brill 
will become the fourth recipient of the 
chair. 


Dr, Brill was born at the Mystic Oral 
School in Connecticut, where his mother 
was a teacher and his father the principal. 
During his boyhood, he lived at schools for 
the deaf in New Brunswick, Canada; 
Nebraska, and New Jersey. He holds MA 
degrees from Gallaudet College and the 
University of California at Berkeley and 
the Ed.D. degree in Educational Super- 
vision from Rutgers University. 


Dr. Brill taught at the California School 
for the Deaf, Berkeley and later served as 
Principal of the Virginia School for the 
Deaf, Staunton, Virginia; and Principal 
of the Bruce Street School, Newark, New 
Jersey. He was an Assistant Professor of 
Education at the University of Illinois 
and a Visiting Professor at California 
State University, Northridge. He was se- 
lected to establish the California School 
for the Deaf, Riverside, and has served 
as superintendent here since 1951. 


His experience includes service as the 
president of the Convention of American 
Instructors of the Deaf, the Council on 
Education of the Deaf, and the Conference 
of Executives of American Schools for the 
Deaf. Author of the book “Education of 
the Deaf: Administrative and Professional 
Developments,” Dr. Brill has also been 
associate editor of the American Annals of 
the Deaf and assistant editor of “dsh Ab- 
stracts.” 

While at Gallaudet Dr. Brill plans to do 
a study of the relationship between the ed- 
ucation of deaf children and the current 
concept of mainstreaming. 


We wish you the very best of everything 
in your retirement. 

The Staff and Student* 
of CSDR 
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DMHU — A Farewell Tea for Dr. and Mrs. Brill 


The students in the vocation- 
al skills area prepared the 
refreshments for the Tea 
given to honor Dr. and Mrs. 
Brill on April 25. 


Mrs. Perkins, a dorm coun- 
selor, Miss Barker, the 
teacher, and the students 
served the refreshments to 
Dr. and Mrs. Brill, members 
of the Cabinet and the grad- 
uates from Unit II. 


The students in the vocation- 
al skills area made a candle 
holder for Dr. and Mrs. Brill. 
It is made of natural mater- 


The girls in Sierra IV dorm 
hooked a rug and presented 



Elementary School 

Some Memories for t)r. Brill 


Paper Changes Name and Face 

For the past two years our school pub- 
lication consisted of a mimeqgraphed paper 
called THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIAN. 
The form and name of the paper were 
designed for temporary use until a print- 
ing department could be estabished in our 
vocational department and until a more 
suitable title could be chosen. 

This year a committee was appointed to 
conduct a contest among pupils and per- 
sonnel of the school to select a new name 
for our printed publication. Our school 
paper will henceforth be called THE 
CALIFORNIA PALMS and its permanent 
format, with the future addition of pictures, 
will be this you are reading now. 

THE CALIFORNIA PALMS 
Volume 1, Number 1, November 1955 

Names Paper 

Richard King, a pupil in Middle School, 
selected the name, THE PALMS, for our 
school newspaper. 

THE CALIFORNIA PALMS 
Volume 1, Number 2, February 1956 

New Lower School Unit 

Six of the Lower School classes are 
how occupying rooms in the new Lower 
School unit. The remaining nine rooms 
will not be used until next September. 
Of these nine rooms, six will be Lower 
School classrooms and three Elementary 
classrooms. 

All of the classrooms have sinks and 
drinking fountains. In addition to this the 
four rooms occupied by four of the young- 
est classes have toilet facilities adjacent to 
each room. 

Group hearing aids will be installed in all 
of the rooms including the rhythm room. 
This room was specifically planned for 
rhythmic activities. It has a hollow hard- 
wood floor, making it possible for the 
children to feel vibrations from either a 
piano or record player. 

The new office of the supervising teacher 
of Lower School is conveniently located in 
the new unit. A large supply room adjoins 
this office. These have been in use since 
March 1. 


Centrally located in the new unit is a 
large well equipped playground, It ia 
equally accessible to both school and dorm- 
itories and is used at recess periods during 
school hours and for after school activi- 
ties. 

Lower School will have a population of 
120 children when school opens in the fall. 
This is a growth of 40 students over 
the current year's enrollment. 

THE CALIFORNIA PALMS 
Volume 3, Number 4, May, 1958 

Elementary School News 

Mrs. Tennis is now located in her office 
which was formerly the office of Miss 
Paxson. Mrs. Brown’s class and Mrs. 
Stephen’s class are now in the arcade near 
Mrs. Tennis’ office. Moving was a great 
deal of work but it was fun, too, as the 
pupils helped and it all went smoothly. 

The Elementary School now has ninety 
pupils and ten teachers. When school opens 
in September, 1958 Elementary school will 
have 126 pupils and fourteen teachers, 

On March 14, 1958, Elementary School 
presented its first assembly program, a 
travelogue named "Traveling Toward a 
Goal.” Karen Kleiman and Jack Lamberton 
took the part of two students making a 
trip to Gallaudet College in Washington, 
D.C. They saw many interesting things 
going from Riverside to Washington, D.C. 
All the children took part in the program. 
Monica Lane, Ronald Scolaro and Denis 
Wiley were the narrators. 

THE CALIFORNIA PALMS 
Volume 3, Number 4, May, 1958 

New Unit May Be Added to CSDR 

Senator Walter Stiern, (D) Bakersfield, 
recently introduced a bill in the state 
legislature proposing a $1,706,000 addition 
for the School for the Deaf, Riverside. 
The addition would consist of a unit which 
would be used for the diagnosis and 
education of children who have other 
handicaps as well as deafness. 

According to Dr. Richard G. Brill, the 
proposed appropriation would provide for 
more than half of the facilities which will 
eventually be needed. 

THE CALIFORNIA PALMS 
Volume 6, Number 5, May, 1961 
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Senior Palms 


Dear Dr. Brill, 

We are proud that you are the 
founder of our school, the Calif- 
ornia School for the Deaf in Riv- 
erside, one of the best schools for 
the deaf in the U.S.A. We appre- 
ciate your understanding the deaf 
and caring about us. You did a 
great job making CSDR a won- 
derful school. We are sad to hear 
that you are going to leave, but 
we hope you will have a pleasant 
time during your retirement. We 
will miss you. We love you, Dr. 
Brill. 

Sincerely yours, 
Carolyn Dubler 

Man 

Energetic, healthy 
Working, talking, writing 
Understanding, helpful, 
thoughtful, loveable 
Dr. Brill. 

Michael Schwan 


A good fellow man, 

Dr. Brill, loves to help the 
deaf youth of today. 

Ethan Bernstein 


Diligent 

Respected 

B rave 
Responsible 
Intelligent 
L earned 
L eader 

Linda Lepisto 


S upervisor; 

U ndoubtedly a hard-working 
P erson; he is 
E ver 

R elevantly 
Interested in 
N on-hearing students; he 
T ries his best for 
E very student on this 
N eat campus; he 
Demonstrates to 
E very other school in the 
N ation 
T actfully. 

Debby Zeigler 
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Junior Palms 
A Living Memorial to Dr. Brill 


Dear Dr. Brill: 

We are sad that you are leaving CSDR because you have been a 
“super” superintendent: You have had much patience with us. You have 
shown much interest and love for deaf people. CSDR is one of the top 
schools in the U.S. because of your leadership. The Junior High School 
boys and girls wanted to do something to show that we love you and will 
miss you. We thought this magnolia tree would be a good gift because it 
will be beautiful and grow for many, many years. When we look at this 
tree we will remember you. 

The Junior High School dedicates this tree in your honor. 

Junior High School Student Body 



Carolyn Gomez speaks for the 
Junior High School Student Body 
at dedication of magnolia tree' in 
Dr. Brill’s honor. 


Alban Branton, Kenneth Tucker 
and Barry Katz agree with Nick 
Vera that this is the perfect place 
to plant the tree. 
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Vocational Palms 

Homemaking Classes Honor Graduating Senior Girls, 
Dr. and Mrs. Brill and Mr. Kowalewski 


Homemaking students 
prepare the luncheon 


The luncheon .in progress 


Mr. Kowalewski enjoying 
after-dinner conversation 


Dr. Brill being served 


22 


Congratulations 



Felix Kowalewski 


The CSDR staff and his many friends 
wish to extend congratulations and best 
wishes to Felix Kowalewski on his retire- 
ment. Mr. Kowalewski has been a teacher 
in the Vocational Department at this 
school for 22 years and has been on the 
staff of the California Palms since its first 
issue — inspiring his students in the design 
for the covers of this publication. 

Mr. Kowalewski was born in Brooklyn, 
New York, and attended the New York 
School for the Deaf where he graduated 
with highest honors. After graduation, he 
studied art and sculpturing under well- 
known artists and continued his education 
at the Washington Art League and Gallau- 
det College where he received his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 1937. He taught at the 
West Virginia, Michigan, and Berkeley, 
California, schools for the deaf before join- 
ing the faculty at CSDR in 1955 — a 
total of 35 years as a teacher of deaf stu- 
dents. 

He has instructed students here at 
CSDR in art, ceramics, drafting, and 
was a volunteer coach in wrestling. He 
was appointed the wrestling coach for 
the USA Olympic team at the World 
Games for the Deaf at Belgrade, Yugo- 
slavia in 1969. He has inspired his students 


to 

Mr. Felix Kowalewski 
Upon 
His 

Retirement 


with a zest for artistic expression, and 
many of them have won art awards. A 
number are employed as draftsmen and 
several are exhibiting artists. 

During his years at this school, Mr. 
Kowalewski has continued in his endeavor 
as a nationally-known artist, poet, wrestl- 
ing coach, and teacher. His art work has 
been displayed .in New York, Maryland, 
Michigan, Washington, D.C., and many 
cities throughout California. His art work 
is on permanent display at Gallaudet 
College and other locations in Washington, 
D.C., and the many art pieces he has sold 
are scattered throughout the country. He 
has won recognition for his poetry and his 
poems have been published in national 
publications. In addition to his leadership as 
a deaf artist, Mr. Kowalewski is also well- 
known as a leader in the nation’s deaf com- 
munity. 

His wife, Laura, is a teacher in the 
Elementary School at CSDR. They have 
two sons, a daughter and six grandsons. 

We all join in wishing him well — we know 
he will not retire but will continue to 
pursue his artistic talents to the delight of 
those who appreciate and have been 
touched by his greatness! 
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Library Media Services 

June 1917 

Dr. Richard G. Brill, Superintendent 
California School for the Deaf 
Riverside, California 92506 
Dear Dr. Brill: 

This letter to you is long overdue, but better late than never! The Library-Media 
Services Department owes much to you for the progress we have made during the 
past years you have served as Superintendeht. We want to thank you for your 
continuing interest in the library, the media center, and the TV studio. 

You might have wondered: “Dewey” “reel-y” appreciate the time and effort that 
you have “channeled” into obtaining funds for our department? You bet we do! With 
the money you have appropriated for us with your magic wand, we have been able to 
expand from a one-room media center and library to a department of six rooms. Our 
two busy libraries, media center, elementary resource center, TV studio and captioned 
films room are proof enough of the progress we have made. 

In addition to our collective thank you’s, we would like to extend individual 
thanks : 

Bummy, our coordinator, would like to thank you for your encouragment in the 
use of new and better audio-visual equipment which we have been able to purchase 
during the time you’ve been here. Enclosed is an illustration of our next request for 
hardware. (See Photo No. 1). 

Helen, our librarian, would like to say thanks for your support in the continuing 
expansion of the print collection. She has one last request. She would like to purchase\ 
a particular book which she feels would benefit our student population. Enclosed, 
please find a description of that .book. (See Photo No. 2). 

David, our TV specialist, would like to thank you for the interest you have 
shown in educational television. The quality of our TV studio equipment is next to 
none, and all because you worked hard to appropriate the needed funds. David has 
enclosed a picture of one of the vocational teachers who is begging for a TV in her 
class room. She has recently gone to extremes (See Photo No. 3) and David feels that 
if you would see fit to write another proposal . . . 

Sharman, our media specialist, is most grateful for being hired right after com- 
pletion of her graduate internship in the media center in 1975. She has just com- 
pleted a needs assessment for the school and is now purchasing new materials to meet 
those needs. 

She is requesting more money for the purchase of instructional booklets for staff 
in-service. Enclosed is a description of the booklets she would like to order. (See Photo 
No. 4). 

Malvese, our secretary, would like to say thanks for expanding her experience 
in the area of clerical work. As a “jill-of -all- trades”, she was required to perform 
as a dictaphone-typist, as an expert speller (she finally learned how to spell “Gal- 
laudet”), secretary for the Title III Multi Media project, as a secretary to the staff 
in the Library-Media Services Department, and finally as a fashion consultant to 
deliver messages from your wife with regard to your selection of ties. Enclosed is 
a picture illustrating an important lesson Malvese learned during her training. 
(See Photo No. 5). 

Once again, from all of us in the Library-Media Services Department, we extend 
a big thank you for all you’ve done for us! 

P.S. Helen wants to remind you to please return that overdue library book that 
you borrowed in 1961. 

S.W.:mab 

Sincerely, 

Gerald “Bummy” Burstein, 

Helen Johnson, David Strahan, 
Sharman Weiner, Malvese Baidy 
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Residence Halls 


Dear Dr. Brill: 

You have worked and dedicated most of your 
life to the care, education and cause of deafness. 
We, the residence halls staff and students, would 
like to take this opportunity to wish you the very 
best in your retirement. Needless to say, this 
school will not be the same without you. You 
have nursed it, watched it grow from infancy to 
its present state — which is one of respect and 
high esteem in the United States and throughout 
the world. 

Through all of the trials and tribulations you 
have faced throughout these past twenty-five years 
you have held fast and fought hard to see that the 
students in your care received the best in all areas 
of their development. 

You have shown the closeness, warmth and 
understanding your position demands in commu- 
nicating with the staff and students of the resi- 
dence halls. Naturally there have been some dis- 
agreements throughout the years but you have re- 
mained firm and dealt fairly with all concerned — 
for this you will surely be missed. We feel secure, 
though that with the fine example you have 
established the transition to the new superin- 
tendent will be smooth and successful. We will 
continue to grow, develop and lead the field of 
deaf education. 

May you and Mrs. Brill find comfort, happi- 
ness and God’s blessing in your retirement. 

The Residence Halls Staff 
and Students 
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Retirees 




Martha Hein has been a counselor at 
CSDR for the past fifteen years, having 
worked in Shasta I all hut two years of 
that time. 


She is a native daughter, graduated from 
Perris Union High School, and attended 
both Riverside Junior College (s.o-called in 
those days) and the University of Red- 
lands. Her major was physical education. 

Her two sons are married and to date, 
she boasts of three grandchildren. 


Alberta Reese 


Alberta Reese came to CSDR as a 
residence hall counselor on January 1, 1956 
and is retiring after working with various 
age groups, most recently with the senior 
boys in Palomar I. She sponsored the first 
school newspaper, "The Cubby Gazette”, 
worked as an instructional counselor for 
several years, and has contributed her 
artistic talent in the inscribing of the 
yearly award certificates. 


Mrs. Reese was born and grew up in 
Redlands, California and has resided in this 
vicinity during her lifetime. She graduated 
with honors from public schools and re- 
ceived her B.A. degree from the University 
of Redlands. She also attended art and 
business college in Los Angeles prior to 
marriage. 


Mrs. Reese is anticipating* a varied re- 
tirement of travel and more leisure time 
with her two daughters and granddaught- 
ers. After 21 and a half years of dedicated 
ervice, her many friends are wishing her 
a happy and healthy retirement. 


Martha Hein 
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Dr. Robert Lennan Appointed 
New Superintendent of CSDR 



Dr. Robert Lennan has been appointed by Dr. 
Wilson Riles, State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, as the new superintendent of the 
California School for the Deaf, Riverside effective 
July 1. 

Dr. Lennan is a native of New York City, 
N.Y. He received a B.S. degree from Springfield 
College in physical education, a M.S. Ed. from 
Gallaudet College, a M.A. in educational adminis- 
tration and supervision from the National Lead- 
ership Training Program at California State Uni- 
versity, Northridge, and a Doctor of Education 
degree in instructional technology from the 
University of Southern California. 

Dr. Lennan began his career as a dormitory 
counselor / physical education teacher at the Ameri- 
can School for the Deaf in Connecticut in 1951. 
He taught at the New York School for the Deaf in 
White Plains for four years before joining the 
faculty at CSDR in 1957. He served as supervisor 
of the federally funded Pilot Project for Emotion- 
ally Disturbed Deaf Boys at this school from 1966- 
68 and has been responsible for the administration 
and development of the Deaf Multi-handicapped 
Unit since it was established in 1969. 

A major responsibility of the new superinten- 
dent will be to bring CSDR into compliance with 
Public Law 94-142. This new federal law will re- 
quire the development of individualized education 
plans for all students in the school and the in- 
volvement of parents in the process. The new law 
will also require increased cooperation and coor- 
dination of services to hearing impaired children 
between local school districts and the California 
School for the Deaf. 
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